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Welcome to the Fourth Grade 

 The fourth grade teachers- Mrs. Sarah Drury, Mrs. 

Pam Hurt, Mrs. Julie Kingsland, Ms. Julie Russell, would 

like to welcome you and your child to the fourth grade.  

You and your child are very important to us.  We feel 

that it is in your child’s best interest that we work 

together as a team throughout the coming year.  If at any 

time you have questions or concerns, please contact us.  

You may send a note or call the school and leave a 

message.  We do ask that if you call, please remember 

that although we would like to take a call immediately, 

our first priority during the school day is in class 

instruction.  If you leave a number and time that  is best  

to reach you (either  before or after school, please) then 

we will return the call as soon as possible.   

 We believe that this will be an exciting and 

rewarding year.  This handbook should provide some 

useful information and may be a helpful reference 

throughout the year.   

 We would like to encourage you to share your email 

address with us, as it is the fastest method of 

communication between families and the school.   

Sincerely,  

The Fourth Grade Teachers 



Mrs. Drury, Mrs. Hurt, Mrs. Kingsland, Ms. Russell 

 

Our email addresses: 

drury.sarah@desoto.k12.mo.us 

hurt.pam@desoto.k12.mo.us 

kingsland.julie@desoto.k12.mo.us 

russell.julie@desoto.k12.mo.us 

Switching Classes: 

The students in the fourth grade will be switching classes 

for both math and communication arts.  This means that 

your child may have three different fourth grade 

teachers during the day.  We will be working with the 

same guidelines in all four classrooms to make the 

students comfortable working with all four teachers.   

 

Homework: 

Homework is a necessary part of the learning process.  

Any work not finished during the school day must go 

home and be turned in at the beginning of each class 

period.  If work is not turned in at that time, it is 

considered late.  If students have multiple missing 

assignments, contact with parents will be made.  

If a student is absent, the student will be given a 

completion date for each missed assignment.  The make-

up assignments will not be considered late until the 

completion date for the assignment is missed.   
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If a student has NO missing assignments during an entire 

month, they will be given a HOT SLIP.  A HOT SLIP is to be 

used as a “free pass” for a missing assignment during 

the subsequent months.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assignment Notebooks: 

Each student will receive an assignment notebook that is 

to be used daily.  If it is lost, the student must buy a new 

one from the office.  This book should be filled out by the 

student each day and taken home to be signed by the 

parent each night.  The purpose of this book is to remind 

the students of the homework that needs to be done, and 

it also allows parents to check to see that the work is 

indeed being done.  Please help remind your child to 

show you this book so it can be signed daily.  One of your 

child’s teachers may also write notes in the book to let 

you know about late assignments or information about a 

concept that he/she feels your child may need extra help 

at home with.  At the end of each class period, your 

child’s teacher will stamp the assignment book 

indicating that it is filled out correctly. 

 

Grading Scale: 



The following grading scale is used by the DeSoto School 

District: 

A 96%-100%   C 73%-76% 

A- 90%-95%   C- 70%-72% 

B+ 87%-89%   D+ 67%-69% 

B 83%-86%   D 63%-66% 

B- 80%-82%   D- 60%-62% 

C+ 77%-79%   F 0%-59% 

 

 

 

Parent Communication Folder: 

The Parent Communication Folder will be located in the 

students’ binder.  Notes from the office and graded 

papers will be placed in the folder.  If any papers 

receive a grade of D or F, we will mark the number of 

papers with that grade on the signature line to make 

sure that you are aware of the difficulties that your 

student may be having in a particular subject.  Please 

check this folder daily.  

 

Lunch Money: 

Current lunch and breakfast prices will be sent from the 

office.  Please send lunch money in a sealed envelope 

with your child’s name, homeroom teacher’s name, and 

the amount of money enclosed written on the envelope.  



Students may pay daily, weekly, or monthly.  Students 

will use PIN numbers when they buy their lunch.  The 

cafeteria will keep track of all account balances.   

Other Money: 

If other money needs to be sent to school for things such 

as book orders or field trips, please put it in a sealed 

envelope.  Please make sure your child’s name and 

reason for sending money is written on envelope.   

 

Birthdays: 

If your child would like to celebrate his or her birthday 

at school, please contact your child’s homeroom teacher 

in advance to set up a time.  You may send snacks for 

birthdays, but please remember to send along anything 

that may be needed with the snack.   Please remember 

only store bought items are allowed.   

 

Busses: 

It is important that your child knows what bus he or she 

rides to and from school.  At any time during the year, if 

your child needs to ride a different bus home, or has a 

different arrangement, after school, you need to write a 

dated letter to his/her homeroom teacher.  If we do not 

receive a letter from you, then your child will be put on 

his/her normal bus home.  This includes riding with 

someone else, scouts, etc.  

 

Classroom Celebrations: 



We have three celebrations during the school year for 

Halloween, Christmas, and Valentine’s Day.  These 

classroom celebrations are a reward for the students and 

a time for them to socialize with their peers.  If you 

would be willing to be a classroom parent, please let 

your child’s teacher know.  Otherwise, the teachers will 

send home a list of items needed and would welcome 

your participation.   

Accelerated Reader Party: 

At the end of each quarter we will be having a class 

celebration for those students who make the AR point 

goal AND their average percentage of 85%.  It is 

important for your child to strive to reach this goal.  

Please make sure your child is reading daily to obtain 

this goal.   

Monthly Reward Party: 

Each month, we will be having a monthly reward party 

for all students who displayed appropriate and positive 

behavior during that month.  It will be during the last 

week of that month.  You will be notified of exact dates 

by your child’s teacher.  

 

Behavior Program: 

All Athena 4
th

, 5
th

, and 6
th

 grade students must live up to 

the following responsibilities in order to receive all of the 

benefits of being a member of the community, and in 

some cases, to avoid punishment according to the school 

discipline code (found in the front of every student’s 

planner).   



1.  Be Safe 

2. Be Respectful 

3. Be Responsible 

The following is the code of conduct expected of a 

responsible member of the 4
th

, 5
th

 and 6
th

 grade 

community, and information about the consequences of 

not living up to personal responsibilities.   

1.  Teachers may assign blue slips for inappropriate 

classroom behavior.  A slip must be filled correctly, 

and recorded on the monthly calendar before the 

end of the class period.  

2. ALL blue slips received will be recorded by the 

teacher on the student’s monthly calendar.   

3. Students are responsible to have their planner with 

them for class at all times, and to take their planner 

home for parents every night.  

4. Students must record all daily assignments in their 

planner everyday.  Planners should never be left 

blank.  

5. Any behaviors that are considered violent, sexual, 

defiant, bullying, or are related to substance use 

and/or possession will result in immediate referral to 

the office.  

 

 

 

 

Monthly Calendars: 



Each 4
th

 grade student will get a Monthly Behavior 

Calendar AND a Monthly Homework Calendar.  These 

calendars will be kept in their Parent Communication 

Folder.  These calendars will be where Blue Slips and 

Missing Assignments will be recorded.  A parent 

signature after each week completed is REQUIRED.   

Behavior Calendar: 

The student’s blue slips will be recorded on this 

calendar.  The teacher will give a short description for 

each blue slip.  If there is a GREEN checkmark on the 

calendar, your child displayed appropriate behavior.  If 

there was a RED checkmark, then blue slip(s) were given 

during that day.  If your child receives 3 or more RED 

checkmarks days during the month, they will be 

excluded from the monthly reward party.   

Homework Calendar: 

The student’s Homework calendar will display any 

missing assignments.  If your child has a missing 

assignment, the teacher will write in on the day it was 

missed.  If your child has a GREEN checkmark, then all 

assignments were completed on time and turned in.  If 

there is a RED checkmark, then your child has missed an 

assignment.  If your child receives 1 or more RED 

checkmarks during the week, they will be excluded from 

our weekly Extra Recess, in which they will be expected 

to work on missing assignments.   

 


